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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 231 8.6 2.5 15 57.7 71.1
1B 229 9 2.6 15 60.3 70.5
2A 92 9.4 2.9 15 62.9 28.3
2B 92 9.1 3 15 60.6 28.3
3A 139 8.6 3.1 15 57.3 42.8
3B 139 9.6 2.6 15 63.9 42.8
4A 68 9.2 2.9 15 61.1 20.9
4B 67 9.4 2.8 15 62.6 20.6
5A 113 6.8 2.8 15 45.6 34.8
5B 114 7.4 3 15 49.2 35.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Direct introduction, but needs to be developed further so as to give the answer some direction.



Sticky Note

Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary.



Sticky Note

Generalisation - needs to be developed further.



Sticky Note

Although relevant too much focus on the concept rather than on karma.







Sticky Note

The answer is a satisfactory response to the demands of the question set. The knowledge and understanding is mainly accurate and relevant and it is set out clearly and coherently. The answer is given Band 3 - 9 marks.







Sticky Note

General introduction - needs to be more specific to give direction to answer.



Sticky Note

Valid arguments - could be supported by further evidence or examples.







Sticky Note

What is the evidence that this is why Hindus fulfill daily puja?



Sticky Note

Point needs to be clarified further.







Sticky Note

This could be a valid argument if supported by evidence.



Sticky Note

The answer could have considered what other concepts or beliefs influence a Hindu's life.



Sticky Note

The answer offers a satisfactory analysis of the issues raised by the question. There are valid arguments presented which in general are satisfactorily supported by evidence or examples. The answer is given Band 3 - 8 marks.
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AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points  should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content.  
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions 15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.  A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


   'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions  15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0   No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Section B 


 
 


3. (a) Outline the views of Gandhi and Ambedkar on varna and untouchability. 
[AO1 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


 Gandhi was a proponent of the varna system. 


 He believed that varnashramadharma was the most important 
characteristic of Hindu society. It was purely functional and had nothing to 
do with people being better or worse than each other. 


 Gandhi did not consider varna to be an institution made by man but the 
‘law of life universally governing the human family'. He believed that this 
provided the basis for an equal society. 


 Gandhi believed that varna had nothing to do with caste. 


 Gandhi was completely opposed to the concept of untouchability and 
regarded it with contempt as it led to inequality and exploitation. 


 Gandhi believed that the separation of a group of people from the rest of 
society was wrong and campaigned to have the concept eradicated from 
Hinduism. 


 Gandhi called the untouchables ‘Harijans’ – the children of God and 
campaigned to have them placed within the fourth varna. 


 Gandhi’s opposition to untouchability was not only expressed in words. 


 Although both wanted to stop the use of the term ‘untouchable’ Ambedkar 
rejected Gandhi’s suggestion of Harijan as patronising and preferred the 
term 'dalit'. 


 He was also determined to wipe out the varna system which Gandhi 
supported. 


 He believed that the way to achieve this was through politics as it was 
easier to change laws than people’s hearts. Gandhi on the other hand 
believed that change would come through influencing Hindus to abandon 
untouchability. 


 Ambedkar wanted separate electoral colleges for Dalits so as to ensure in 
the new independent India they had sufficient political power to ensure the 
destruction of the varna system. Gandhi believed that this was the wrong 
choice as it would continue to place the Dalits outside the mainstream of 
Hindu society. 


 He urged untouchables to change their religion to one that didn’t 
recognise caste or untouchability. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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3. (b) ‘Varna creates a just society.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 


 


 Many believe that it gives order and structure to society where all people 
have an identity and purpose in life. This, rather than leading to low self-
esteem, raises it for many. 


 People know their duty and Indian society has functioned successfully on 
this basis for centuries. It can therefore be argued on this premise that the 
system justifies itself. 


 The varna system since it was associated with jobs united people from 
the same professions together as a guild or labour union. This in turn 
gave them some protection against exploitation and in receiving fair 
wages.This is the basis of a just society. 


 The system leads to exploitation of the weak by the socially and politically 
privileged groups in the name of religion and tradition. It can only be 
justified by those that profit from it. 


 Others would argue that the system is socially divisive and leads to lack of 
trust, prejudice and resentment between different groups within society. 


 According to others the varna system because it gave preferential 
treatment to some, had a detrimental effect on the growth of the nation. 
This was because the system was based on birth rather than on individual 
talent. 


 Others would argue that the varna system was used by the socially 
privileged varnas to oppress the lower ones. 


 The varna system is also responsible, according to some, of creating a 
class of people outside society, the untouchables, who were treated as 
less than human beings. 


 It also, according to some, promotes low self-esteem among a substantial 
number of Hindus who belong to the lower varnas.  


 
 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
 


 


  












1 








3 








1 








Sticky Note

Good opening paragraph which explains what karma is and therefore gives direction to the rest of the answer.



Sticky Note

Very good use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.







Sticky Note

Thorough knowledge of different aspects of karma.



Sticky Note

Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding. Excellent use of quotation as evidence.







Sticky Note

This is an excellent answer showing thorough knowledge and understanding of the concept of karma. It deals effectively with the demands of the question set and there is excellent use of evidence and examples. There are thorough and accurate references to sacred texts and sources of wisdom and the answer is presented in excellent grammar.The answer is given Band 5 - 15



Sticky Note

Excellent use of evidence and examples to further explanation of the concept.







Sticky Note

Good opening paragraph which deals directly with the demands of the question.



Sticky Note

Effective use of evidence to support the argument presented.







Sticky Note

A valid point which could be developed further.



Sticky Note

The answer gives a purposeful and relevant evaluation of the issue and the issues raised by the question are successfully addressed. Arguments presented are supported by clear reasoning and evidence.The answer is given Band 4 - 12.
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AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
 


Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 


 “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points  should be 
credited.” 


 “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 


1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 


2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 


 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 


mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 


 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content.  
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions 15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.  A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


   'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 


 
  







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 4 


 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions  15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0   No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Option E: An Introduction to the Study of Hinduism 
 


MARK SCHEME 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1.  (a) Examine the concept of karma in Hinduism. [AO1 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


 In Hindu thought karma means action and the fruits of action and is the 
force that drives reincarnation. It is the principle of cause and effect and 
reflects the nature of the universe – any activity must be paid back. 


 It operates on a moral basis – a good action whether mental or physical 
leads to a good effect and a bad action to a bad effect. This according to 
Hinduism is a universal law. 


 In the Vedic religion a person’s situation in this life is thought to be the 
result of karma, in the past life or lives as karma is accumulated 
throughout a person’s reincarnated lives. 


 It is therefore possible to purify karma and make it good leading the 
atman to return to Moksha to be united with God. 


 There are different aspects of karma which are stored reactions that 
determine each soul’s destiny: 


 Sanchita karma – accumulated karma 


 Prarabdha karma – fruit-bearing karma 


 Agami karma – karma in the making 


 The law of karma is used in Hinduism to explain the problem of evil that 
persists in spite of an all powerful God. 


 Actions which lead to good karma are called punya (merit) and include 
activities such as following the principle of varnashramadharma, giving to 
charity and going on pilgrimage. Actions which lead to bad karma are 
called papa (sin) and include activities such as avoiding one’s duty. 


 There are many misunderstandings concerning karma. One common 
misunderstanding is that karma is blamed for suffering. This is not true 
since blame and responsibility are two different things. Karma means 
understanding that everyone is responsible for their own lives. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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1. (b) ‘Belief in karma is the most important influence on a Hindu’s life.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 


 


 The goal of a Hindu’s life is to attain Moksha and therefore gaining good 
karma is fundamentally important in fulfilling this goal. It allows Hindus to 
break free from the cycle of samsara or to be reborn in a higher varna. 


 This means that many Hindus will follow a lifestyle that will gain them 
good karma, a lifestyle that follows the main principles of the religion. It 
means following a righteous way of life. 


 The concept of karma and belief in it influences many moral decisions 
taken by Hindus. One example would be in following the principle of 
ahimsa which generally means non-harm or non-violence towards living 
beings. Destroying life in a deliberate manner, especially some forms of 
life results in bad karma. 


 Hindus also believe that the next life depends on karma accumulated in 
this life. Therefore following a good lifestyle accordingly is the only way to 
ensure a better reincarnation in the next life. 


 However it is impossible to maintain that all Hindus act at all times with 
regards to the concept of karma and reincarnation. If this were true there 
would be no crime in Hindu society. 


 Some Hindus believe that their guiding principle in life is their personal 
relationship with God which is expressed through daily puja and bhakti 
worship. 


 Others believe that the present life should be their only focus. 


 Many Hindus believe that moksha is attained by carrying out dharma and 
therefore it could be argued that this is the greatest influence on a Hindu’s 
life. Many would argue that varnashramadharma is the heartbeat of 
Hinduism. 


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 
  












3. (a)	 Outline	the	views	of	Gandhi	and	Ambedkar	on	varna	and	untouchability. [15]


 (b) ‘Varna creates a just society.’
Evaluate	this	view.	 [15]








 

Sticky Note

First part of the answer is largely irrelevant as it presents information about the varna system which does not address the question set.







 

Sticky Note

This is answering a different question such as "Explain the varna system in Hinduism."







 

Sticky Note

This really is where the relevant answer begins.







 

Sticky Note

Very simplistic presentation of Gandhi's views - without any reference to varna.



 

Sticky Note

What did he believe? Point needs to be developed.



 

Sticky Note

Limited knowledge and understanding with a basic level of accuracy and relevance. Much of the answer is irrelevant and only addresses some of the demands of the question set. The answer is given Band 2 - 4 marks



 

Sticky Note

Validity of this argument is lost. Needs to be presented in a more clear and coherent way.







 

Sticky Note

This point needs to be developed further.



 

Sticky Note

Although there is some valid analysis of some of the issues raised by the question set the response is very basic indeed. There is little use of evidence or examples to justify the views given.The answer is given Band 2 - 6 marks.
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1. [15](a)	 Examine	the	concept	of	karma	in	Hinduism.


(b) ‘Belief in karma is the most important influence on a Hindu’s life.’
Evaluate	this	view.	 [15]
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